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Introduction to the programme
In February 2021 the UK government announced that it would fund summer schools to help
pupils catch up after months of home schooling. Education Secretary Gavin Williamson said
the government was looking at a “broad range of different options” that would help get kids’
education back on track.

The aim of the programme, drawing on the evidence of good practice,
is to deliver a short summer school, offering a blend of academic
education and enrichment activities. (Education and Skills Funding
Agency, 2021)
Summer School Programme Funding (SSPF) must be used to deliver face-to-face summer
schools during the 2021 school summer holidays to pupils identified by the school as being
most in need of educational recovery and/or wellbeing support.
The Department for Education provided Summer Schools Guidance, which was updated in
June 2021, this proved to be an essential tool in the design, development and delivery of PETXi summer schools.

The PET-Xi Summer school is known as PET-Xi EPIC SUMMER and includes teaching and
learning of Maths and English along with daily enrichment activities. The school provides
lunches for learners on site to support the programme working alongside PET-Xi teams.
Each PET-Xi team comprises a Motivational Lead Trainer, a Maths Expert and an English Expert
(subject specialists), and a Support Trainer, and this team works with a group of up to 30
learners for the whole week. PET-Xi insisted upon high staffing ratios especially for those
learners who are new to school or need that bit of extra support.
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Who are PET-Xi?
PET-Xi is a high-energy training specialist whose multi-award-winning teams work tirelessly
to make a difference to people’s lives, firing up their minds with engaging and positive
learning experiences designed to help school students to achieve their best grades,
jobseekers get back into employment or those in business to upskill and progress with their
goals.
Known as the guys with the pink ties, over the last 25 years we have helped over 150,000
people by delivering intensive, motivational and inspirational interventions that have a
positive impact on learner progress from primary to GCSE and from basic to advanced skills.
Each one is carefully structured to achieve optimal learning. Excelling at learner engagement,
98% of learners say that their confidence has improved with us. The impact on progress for
learners is vital in closing any achievement gaps.

OUR VISION
Our vision is to help individuals break barriers and seize
opportunities to change lives and to develop a culture of
engagement, success and empowerment to make
communities stronger, happier and more effective.
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PET-Xi’s Unique Classroom Dynamic
Our Unique Methodology, staffing structure and programme delivery creates a learning
dynamic that achieves outstanding lessons each and every time. PET-Xi refers to this as our
Unique Classroom Dynamic which uses motivation, inspiration, knowledge and self-belief to
give learners a learning experience like no other – the Xi that is Xplosive Inspiration.

PET-Xi Staff
The PET-Xi Methodology is based on pace, energy and high impact delivery using tightly
structured material delivered through a multifaceted team approach, in which the role of a
teacher is split into 3 component parts: a Motivational Lead, Subject Experts and Support.
•

•

Motivational Leads are chosen for the ability to light up a room, motivate and engage
a broad spectrum of learners. Their training in Assessment for Learning (AFL) and use
of assertive questioning maximises success rates for learners. Based loosely on the
Socratic Method, they ask all the right questions in all the right places to enable and
empower learners
PET-Xi Experts come from teaching and training backgrounds and many also work as
examiners for awarding bodies and or external quality assurers
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•

Supports can be Motivational Leads and/or Experts trained in the PET-Xi Methodology,
teaching assistants or those who have worked in the subject area or industry for many
years.

Recruitment and Set-up
PET-Xi worked with the school, providing sample parent letters, the offer of a press release,
a short presentation video and flyers to aid with recruitment.
PET-Xi produced a video explaining the programme for staff or parents:
https://youtu.be/IwbYbMozkQM
Then PET-Xi worked closely with the school to select appropriate academic content for the
courses from PET-Xi menus specific to each subject, age and ability. Once the content was
selected, PET-Xi’s Head of Curriculum was able to design and create bespoke workbooks for
the learners at the school.
PET-Xi and the School then worked together to ensure all measures were in place for registers,
rooms and resources, safeguarding, learner welfare, lunchtime supervision and first aid.
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Academic Content
Numeracy and Literacy
The school was asked to select content from menus designed by PET-Xi’s Head of Curriculum
to target key areas of the National Curriculum in Maths and English. Doing it this way ensures
that the Head of Maths and the Head of English from the school are selecting content and
skills specific to their learner requirements and can ensure that activities are successfully
integrated into the curriculum. This provided targeted content and resources for 1 ½ hrs of
Maths and 1 ½ hrs of English teaching and learning each day, and every session started and
ended with a mini confidence test.

Measuring Impact
•
•
•

Students taking part in the programme all took mini subject-specific confidence tests
at the start and end of each session to measure the impact and progress of the session.
Learner workbooks are left with the school so that teachers can take a look at the
work produced by the learners when they start back at school in September.
Learners all completed a programme evaluation form which captures their views on
the whole experience.

The aim for all students taking part in the summer programme was to help them to catch up
with their Maths and English, their friends and their lives and this programme achieved this
with exceptional results.
Learner confidence test results and attendance are summarised in the supplied learner
registers; a summary of how the programme went follows below.
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PET-Xi Epic Summer Programme at Caldew
School
The PET-Xi Epic Summer programme at Caldew School took place from Monday 9th – Friday
13th August 2021. We worked with two groups of Y6-7 learners throughout the programme.
Throughout the programme, learners took part in activities including:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Tower-building contest
Football
Arts and crafts (e.g. bracelet weaving, creating flags)
Dodgeball
Aeroplane Olympics
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Learner Feedback
At the end of the programme, the students were asked to complete evaluations based on
their experiences throughout the week, rating from 1 (poor) to 5 (excellent). A summary of
this feedback is as follows:
Group A

Course Rating

1

2

3

4

PET-Xi teaching style

5

1

Confidence working with
others

1

2

3

4

2

3

4

5

Confidence starting new
school

5

1

9

2

3

4

5

Progress in maths and
English
5
4.5
4
3.5
3
2.5
2
1.5
1
0.5
0
MATHS

ENGLISH

Quotes (selected) – Favourite part of the course:
•

“My favourite part of the week was doing the Olympics”

•

“My favourite part of the week was arts and crafts in the afternoon”

•

“Making new friends”

Quotes (selected) – Describe your experience:
•

“It has helped me in English by teaching me vocabulary I did not know”

•
“I think I have thrived, I have made new friends and have got to grips with the
school”
•
“I helped me to know more Maths and English and to be more confident. It's
also helped me to be more confident with working with other people.”
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Group B

Course Rating

1

2

3

4

PET-Xi teaching style

5

1

Confidence working with
others

1

2

3

4

2

3

4

5

Confidence starting new
school

5

1

Progress in maths and
English
5
4.5
4
3.5
3
2.5
2
1.5
1
0.5
0
MATHS

ENGLISH
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2

3

4

5

Quotes (selected) – Favourite part of the course:
•
“My favourite part was when we did that old board game [Nine Men’s Morris]
and other activities”
•

“The paper aeroplanes, art and the mini-games.”

•

“I really enjoyed making new friends.”

Quotes (selected) – Describe your experience:
•

“I got to meet people that will be in my form and made friends.”

•

“I feel like I caught up a bit on all the things I missed in primary school.”

•
“It was a good time apart from all the tests, but apart from that it was good fun,
and made new friends.”
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The PET-Xi Team
The team from PET-Xi that delivered the programme:
Group A

From left to right:
•
•
•
•

Chris Hall – Support
Rob Ventham – Maths Expert
Alex Dodsworth – English Expert
Stephanie Black – Lead
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Group B

From left to right:
•
•
•
•

Kam Khalid – Maths Expert
Nicol Walsh – English Expert
Terry Harvey-Chadwick – Lead
Jillian De Guzman – Support
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School Staff
Thanks to Yvonne Nordon for all her help in setting up the programme and to Miss Atkinson,
Mr Garbett and Mrs Taylor for their support in delivery
Although PET-Xi was employed by schools to deliver the summer school, school staff were
involved in each and every stage of the programme and without their efforts the programme
could never have been the success that it was. From all the students, their parents and all
the team at PET-Xi – thank you.

School Feedback
We hope that the programme and your experience of PET-Xi has exceeded your
expectations.
Your opinion matters to us and we would appreciate your feedback.
Please click here or visit https://pet-xi.typeform.com/to/G3n6U9 to complete a 3-5 minute
survey about your experience with PET-Xi.
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