VJJ
5 November 2021
Dear Parents, Carers and students
Qualifications Update: Summer 2022
We understand that this is an important year for students who are due to complete the qualifications
they are working towards and that these qualifications will help them to access their next steps and
fulfil their future ambitions.
After the disruption of the last two exam series, we also recognise that the current exam year groups
may be feeling some uncertainty about the summer exam series. We therefore promise to keep them
and you updated, sharing any information about the planned exam series; the adjustments that have
been made and any contingency plans. We will do this by letter, as well as assemblies for students.
It is the government’s intention that exams and assessments for all qualifications should go ahead in
summer 2022. However, there is recognition that the 2022 cohorts have had their education disrupted
and so some adjustments should be made to take this into account.
Following a period of consultation, Ofqual and JCQ have released updates on the following areas.
These changes are summarised at the end of this letter, with full information available on the links
below:
•
•

•

•

Non-exam assessment and fieldwork requirements:
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/arrangements-for-non-exam-assessmentfor-qualifications-in-2022/outcome/decisions-on-arrangements-for-non-exam-assessmentand-fieldwork-requirements-for-students-entering-qualifications-in-2022
Subject content and optionality
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/proposed-changes-to-the-assessment-ofgcses-as-and-a-levels-in-2022/outcome/decisions-proposed-changes-to-the-assessment-ofgcses-as-and-a-levels-in-2022
Advance information
https://www.jcq.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Advance-Information-for-GeneralQualifications-2021-22.pdf

Exam boards will update their guidance on how their individual specifications have been affected. If
students have specific questions about their subjects, they should ask their subject teachers in the
first instance.
Should there be any further updates around the summer 2022 exam series, we will write again to
inform you and speak to students in school.
Many thanks for your ongoing support.
Yours faithfully
V Jackson
Vicki Jackson
Headteacher

Non-exam assessment and fieldwork requirements:
These changes have been made in response to the disruption to education caused by the COVID19
pandemic, but also because of the restrictions that could have an impact on the way the assessments
in qualifications could be conducted. The table below summarises the changes by subject:
Subject
AS/A
Level
Design
&
Technology

Summary of Changes

Exam boards can accept mock-ups and/or clear and detailed intentions of
prototypes. Exam boards will provide clarification about their specific
requirements.
Exam boards will allow the demonstration of using machinery, tools and/or
processes.
AS Geography There is no requirement for centres to provide a written statement to say that
students have completed two days of fieldwork and the exam will not ask
questions relating to students’ own fieldwork. There will still be questions on
unfamiliar fieldwork, but they will not be required to cover both human and
physical geography.
A
Level There is no requirement for centres to provide a written statement to say that
Geography
students have completed four days of fieldwork. Exam boards will review their
guidance about their expectations relating to primary data for the non-exam
assessment.
A Level Music
Performance assessments will require students to perform one or more pieces of
music with a combined duration of 2.5 minutes (25% weighting), at least 3
minutes (30% weighting), or at least 3.5 minutes (35% weighting). There is a
requirement to submit complete and unedited recording of the live performance
and, where available, the score or lead sheet for that performance.
Composition assessments will require students to compose one or more pieces
of music with a combined duration of at least 2 minutes (25% weighting), at least
3 minutes (30% weighting), or at least 3.5 minutes (35% weighting). Compositions
may be in response to an exam board set brief and/ or be freely composed. Score,
lead sheet or written account of the composition, produced by the student should
be submitted with the complete recording of each composition. Students do not
have to perform their own compositions: they can be computer generated.
Both NEA components
Both will be marked by teachers and moderated by the exam board or will be
marked directly by the exam board. Exam boards will provide clarification about
their requirements, including the period of time in which the performance
assessment can be undertaken.
AS and A Level Evidence for all activities can be videoed to allow remote moderation. Exam
PE
boards may relax requirements for evidence e.g. the type and quantity of videoed
evidence and the evidence of participation in competitive sport.
Subject content and optionality:
In 2022, there will be optional topics and content in some subjects. This is summarised in the table
below:
Subject
Changes
AS Level Biology, Practical work can be delivered by demonstration where necessary.
Chemistry, Physics

A
Level
Biology, Centres will be allowed to use the Common Practical Assessment Criteria
Chemistry, Physics
(CPAC) across the minimum number of practical activities required to
enable students to demonstrate their competence. This can be monitored
remotely by exam boards.
Advance information:
Exam boards will provide advance information about the focus and content of the exams for all AS
and A Level subjects. This is intended to support students’ revision. Information will be released by
Monday 7 February 2022, with a week’s notice to be given if this is to be released earlier. Advance
information materials cannot be taken into the actual exams.
This is intended to support students’ revision, but not narrow the teaching and learning of the subject.
The breadth, depth and presentation of the advance information will vary between subjects and
reflect their different characteristics. The information will detail the focus of particular aspects of the
examination; for example, the content, contexts, texts, topics, sub-topics, themes and skills that will
be assessed in the 2022 exams. This may be different, depending on the nature and design of the
subject and each specification’s assessment arrangements.
Advance information does not require any changes to a question paper’s usual structure, which means
that the examination assessments will: be familiar to teachers and students; allow continued
relevance of associated assessment and teaching resources, including past papers; support student
confidence in minimising the unexpected in the layout or structure of question papers.
The advance information will not always detail everything that is in the examination. In some cases,
this would risk good education, progression, or fair results; in others, it would be unhelpful to teachers
and students, for example by listing topics that could lead to excessive teaching or revision on areas
that are worth few marks.
The exam boards will be working to the principles that:
•
•

They will avoid providing so much information and detail that answers to likely questions
could be pre-prepared and memorised
Advance information should not undermine the value of the qualification in supporting
student progression; directly provide answers to low tariff questions; compromise the
capability of the exams to differentiate between the standards of students’ performances.

JCQ has provided some examples to illustrate what the advance information will look like. However,
this information is just for illustration purposes and is not based on the 2022 assessments.

