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Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
It is widely recognised that parents are key influencers in
the career choices their children make. At Caldew
School, we are committed to working in partnership with
families to support and guide young people through key
decision-making stages — whether they are choosing
GCSE options in Year 9, preparing for work experience in
Years 10 and 12 or moving on to quality apprenticeships,
further qualifications or University.
 
By encouraging positive, constructive conversations
both in school and at home, we can help students better
understand the essential skills employers are looking for
and make informed choices about their futures.
 

Working Together to Shape Futures

Our Careers Programme has always been strengthened by the incredible support
of our parents and former students (Alumni). We truly value this continued
engagement and are eager to collaborate with businesses and employers to raise
awareness of the wide range of local and national career opportunities available.
 
In partnership with Fred Story and as part of our ambitious journey to become a
centre of excellence, we’re thrilled to share a series of short videos. Created in
collaboration with Story Contracting, PMS Fabrications, AL Daines, and Unwin
Jones — featuring our Alumni— these videos showcase real career journeys,
qualifications, and insights into what makes their work rewarding.
 
We hope these stories inspire and inform, offering students a clearer view of the
exciting opportunities waiting just around the corner.
 
Vicki Jackson
Headteacher



FRED STORY, 
STORY CONTRACTING, STORY
PLANT AND STORY HOMES
Hello, I’m Fred Story, founder and owner of Story
Contracting, Story Homes and Story Plant. Watch
my video to find out why I am committing to £10m
of my companies money to the investment in
Caldew School.

Meet just some of the people helping to deliver
the Caldew School improvement project...

SARAH WAUGH,
UNWIN JONES PARTNERSHIP
Hello, I’m Sarah Waugh, Architect on the Unwin
Jones Partnership. We thought it was a brilliant
cause to come and work on the Caldew School
Project. It gives students aspiration to stick in at
school. I think it’s just brilliant and I’m so proud to be
part of the team.

KEITH POTTER,
PMS FABRICATIONS
Hi, I’m Keith Potter, MD of PMS Fabrications Limited.
I’m really excited for the investment into Caldew
School, I think it will give the students a  superior
environment to deliver their work through.
Investment into young people is a big thing and the
more we can encourage students through school
the better.

ERNIE SHIMMIN,
AL DAINES & PARTNERS
Hi, I’m Ernie Shimmin, Chartered Civil Engineering
working for AL Daines & Partners. On the Caldew
School project we are the Structural Engineers. We
are looking at the existing rooms and re-engineering
them to be more water tight, easier to maintain and
fit for purpose going forward.

https://vimeo.com/1088410154?share=copy#t=0
https://vimeo.com/1088436732?share=copy#t=0
https://vimeo.com/1088452730?share=copy#t=0
https://vimeo.com/1088452905?share=copy#t=0


Click here to view the full visual plans 
for the Sixth Form refurbishments

To recap...
First phase of £10m investment revealed:

George (year 9) said: “It looks great - this makes me want to stay at Caldew
for Sixth form!”

Lucy (year 12) said: “The new spaces will really help me with my learning
and prep for the future.”

Elite sports programme announced:
As part of our ongoing investment, we are developing a Centre of Educational
Excellence, and within this, we’ve launched an enhanced sports performance
programme designed to help our students achieve their full athletic potential.
Our summer programme is now in full swing, with athletics taking centre stage
this term. We've welcomed a team of internationally renowned coaches who are
not only supporting our PE lessons but also delivering inspiring "Masterclasses"
during enrichment sessions and after-school activities.

This refurbishment will create a learning environment our students deserve and
provide the facilities to support our Sixth Form students to be successful,
independent learners and inspiring our younger students to want to be part of our
Sixth Form in the future. This refurbishment will create a state-of-the-art learning
hub with independent study facilities, access to IT, an improved common room,
dedicated classrooms and project rooms. 

https://www.caldew.cumbria.sch.uk/uploads/Caldew%20School%20Sixth%20Form%20Refurbishment%20Plans%202025-2.pdf
https://www.caldew.cumbria.sch.uk/uploads/Caldew%20School%20Sixth%20Form%20Refurbishment%20Plans%202025-2.pdf
https://www.caldew.cumbria.sch.uk/uploads/Caldew%20School%20Sixth%20Form%20Refurbishment%20Plans%202025-2.pdf

